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Nigel Pittaway

Following direction from the Swedish government to 
investigate the feasibility of developing a submarine capability, 
Saab is looking at synergies with australia’s Sea 1000 Future 
Submarine program.

Like Australia, Sweden is looking to build a new submarine, known 
as the a26 or Next generation Submarine, and to also conduct a 
mid-life upgrade on its current gotland-class boats.

Sweden is concerned that it has lost a crucial sovereign capability 
with the acquisition of Kockums by thyssenKrupp Marine Systems 
(tKMS) several years ago and the government’s dissatisfaction 
with the German parent’s commitment to the NGS resulted in the 
unprecedented announcement by Defence Minister Karin Enström 
in early April that there was no basis to move forward with discussions. 

On February 27, some time prior to the defence minister’s 
announcement, Sweden’s Försvarets materielverk (FMV) awarded 
SAAB a SEK 25 million (A$4.1 million) contract to ‘examine the pre-
requisites for a consolidated strategy to support the underwater 
domain.’

SAAB is recruiting personnel in Sweden with underwater maritime 
skills but does not have a submarine construction facility of its own at 
this point in time. Accordingly it is exploring the possibility of forming 

SAAB for future submarine?

Swedish Navy submarine HMS Gotland off San Diego during  
trials with the US Navy. The submarine is one of three to  

undergo a mid-life ugrade upgrade similar to that projected for 
Australia’s Collins class boats. Photo: US Navy
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international partnerships and considers Australia a likely fit, both with the synergies 
between NGS and Future Submarine but also with the manufacturing capability of 
ASC.

Future co-operation could include the development of an evolved collins boat under 
Option 3 of Sea 1000, or a new design for Option 4. It might also see ASC building 
components or modules for the Swedish boats.

“SAAB is of course interested in Sea 1000. We have, as you know, quite a large unit 
in Adelaide and on February 28 we announced that we will have a maritime centre 
there. We are also part of the Collins program with the ISCMMS (integrated submarine 
control monitoring and management system),” head of Market area Nordic and 
baltics anders carp told ADM.

“We have a huge interest in increasing our presence in the country. Sea 1000 is one 
of the largest and most interesting programs and its Australia’s biggest program ever.”

Read more on this in the upcoming May edition of Australia Defence Magazine.

In his opening address at the biennial 
raaF air Power conference, the chief 
of air Force, air Marshal geoff brown, 
launched the latest version of air 
Force’s capstone doctrine. 

The Air Power Manual describes air 
power, how it contributes to national 
security, and the Air Force ethos that 
supports the employment of Australian 
military air power. The Manual presents 
four core air power roles: control of the 
air, strike, air mobility, and intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance; and 
three enabling air power roles: command 
and control, force protection, and force 
generation and sustainment. 

As philosophical level doctrine, the 
Air Power Manual describes air power 

principles, including air power effects, characteristics and employment. The new 
doctrine incorporates more case studies, figures and images than previous editions to 
make it easier to understand.

The Australian Experience of Air Power presents the RAAF’s historical account of air 
power employment.

The doctrine and conference proceedings can be downloaded from  
www.airforce.gov.au/airpower. Requests for hard copies should be directed to 
airpower@defence.gov.au.

Air Force Capstone 
Doctrine updated

http://www.airforce.gov.au/airpower
mailto:airpower%40defence.gov.au?subject=
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Major defence contractors 
attended a special industry 
briefing on geelong’s land 400 
bid to learn more about the 
bid and geelong’s capability 
to deliver the project. geelong 
Mayor Darryn lyons said 
the city hosted the briefing 
through Enterprise geelong. 

“Today was an opportunity to 
brief the major Australian defence force contractors on Geelong’s bid and on our 
capacity to deliver the project,” Mayor Lyons said. 

“We made the case that Geelong has the necessary infrastructure to deliver the Land 
400 project including transport logistics that encompasses air, road, rail and sea and 
existing industry capacity. 

“We have existing firms with the specialist skills necessary to support the Land 400 
project coupled with high level research facilities,” the Mayor said. 

“Importantly Geelong also has the lifestyle benefits to attract the necessary skilled 
workers.” 

rheinmetall Defence australia, raytheon australia, Elbit australia, Marshall 
land Systems australia, baE Systems australia and general Dynamics land 
Systems australia were among the major defence force contractors present at the 
briefing. 

Local firms that participated in the briefing were boc, which does specialist 
welding and manufacturing; Marand Precision Engineering, which already has 
several defence contracts and operates out of the old tooling plant at Ford’s Geelong 
premises; and rPc technologies – a company that specialises in advanced composite 
manufacturing including carbon fibre. 

Mayor Lyons said representatives from the defence contractors were each given an 
aerial tour of Geelong to highlight the infrastructure available in Geelong. “The aerial 
tour gave the delegates the opportunity to see the proximity of the port to road, rail 
and air transport hubs and the amount of industrial land available in the Geelong Ring 
Road Employment Precinct,” Mayor Lyons said. 

“The delegates were then flown to Deakin University’s Waurn Ponds campus where 
they toured the Centre for Intelligent Systems Research and Carbon Nexus,” he said.

geelong hosts 
Land 400 
briefing for 
major defence 
contractors

Geelong Mayor Darryn Lyons (right) with Deakin 
University’s VC Jane den Hollander and  

Assistant Minister for Defence Stuart Robert at 
the Land 400 briefing
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tom Muir

We were somewhat mystified by the report in this week’s ADM Headlines 
regarding the purchase of a Supacat Multi-purpose Vessel 24 (SMV 24) by 
James Fisher Marine Services (JFMS). 

Were the designers of the Supacat hMt Extenda, selected for the Australian 
Special Forces, branching out into the maritime sphere? Well it seems they were and 
interestingly there is another Aussie link to this report with Incat crowther  involved 
in this particular vessel’s design.

Supacat has built an excellent reputation as the developer of high mobility vehicles, 
such its hMt series - the vehicle of choice for elite special forces including the ̀ Jackal` 
and `coyote` in service with British Armed Forces and the ‘Nary’ in service with the 
Australian Defence Force (ADF). 

Last December Supacat delivered the first prototype of its new special operations 
vehicle to the ADF, as the preferred bidder for the JP2097 Ph 1b (rEDFIN) program. 
Not content with vehicles, the company has successfully applied its innovation and 
engineering skills to develop products in the adjacent marine and renewables sectors 
for customers, including the rNlI, Fred olsen and now JFMS.

The SMV24’s multi-role performance is based on a revolutionary deck system boasting 
a through-deck and an integrated rail system running the length of the vessel. This 
allows a range of equipment for different roles to be installed, such as ISO containers, 
a deck crane or diving rig. The deck can carry up to 50ft of ISO containers in a variety 
of 20ft and 10ft sizes.

Incat, which joined with naval architect Crowther to form ship designer Incat Crowther, 
recently completed construction of the world’s fastest ship. This 99 metre catamaran 

More on that Supercat Multi-purpose 
vessel

SMV24 Handover L-R Jim Hey, James Fisher, Nick Ames, Supacat
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with a cargo of over 1000 
passengers and 150 cars, 
can travel at speeds of up 
to 58 knots or 107 km 
per hour. Its new owner, 
buquebus Ferries, has 
named it ‘Francisco’ in 
honour of Argentinean-
born Pope Francis.

Incat Crowther is a 
diversified marine design 
business with offices in 
Australia and the USA. 
Supacat commissioned 
Incat Crowther to turn 
their concept into a 
detailed design and for 
advice on classification 
has worked closely with 
DNV. The vessel was built 

late last year by Mustang Marine (Wales) ltd at its Pembroke Dock facility. It’s 
constructed from marine grade aluminium with double bottom to ensure maximum 
survivability. 

Mustang Marine builds commercial, military and paramilitary boats in steel, aluminium 
and GRP. The company manufactures pilot boats, workboats, survey vessels, wind farm 
support vessels and other commercial vessels up to 40 metres in length. They use either 
stock designs or designs available from other sources, as in this case. Mustang has 
achieved ISO9001 and ISO14001 accreditations and is currently formalising its Health 
& Safety Management System. - TM/Supacat

REgISTER NOW! 
ADM Cyber Security Summit
19-20 June 2014 | Canberra
This year’s speaker faculty will feature presentations 
from renowned experts from government, industry 
institutions/agencies, academia and leading vendors. 
Some of the key topics to be addressed include: 
• Cyber warfare  
• Mitigating and preventing cyber offensives  
• Protecting critical cyber infrastructure  
• Intelligence and surveillance  
• Cyber terrorism  
• International Policy  
 

Supacat has built a reputation as the developer of high 
mobility vehicles such as its HMT series

http://www.admevents.com.au/defence-conference/cyber-security-conference
http://www.admevents.com.au/defence-conference/cyber-security-conference
http://www.admevents.com.au/defence-conference/cyber-security-conference
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tom Muir

the pilot training systems offered 
by teams led by baE Systems and 
lockheed Martin australia each 
feature somewhat similar training 
aircraft, the beechcraft t-6c texan 
based on a modified Pc-9 and the 
latest Pilatus Pc-21. 

BAE Systems, beechcraft and 
caE announced recently that they 
are bidding their development of an 
integrated pilot training system 
(PtS) for the aIr 5428 project. The 
team say they have offered a proven 
system that focuses on delivering 
advanced skill levels, reducing training 
times and improving productivity. It 
would be delivered using a flexible 
learning environment, the Texan T-6C 
military training aircraft and a suite of 
synthetic flight training devices.

The Beechcraft T-6 Texan II is a 
single-engined turboprop aircraft built 
by the raytheon aircraft company 
(which became hawker beechcraft 
and is now Beechcraft Corporation). 

Based on the Pilatus PC-9, the T-6A is used by the US Air Force for basic pilot training 
and by the US Navy for Primary and Intermediate Joint Naval Flight Officer (NFO) and 
Air Force Combat Systems Officer (CSO) training.

The T-6A is also used as a basic trainer by the Royal Canadian Air Force (CT-156 
Harvard II), the German Air Force, the Greek Air Force, the Israeli Air Force (Efroni), 
and the Iraqi Air Force. The T-6C is used for training by the Royal Moroccan Air Force 
and the Mexican Air Force. The Royal New Zealand Air Force will also begin operating 
the type in 2015.

The T-6C features a hard-point wing, an integrated glass cockpit and an advanced 
Esterline CMC Cockpit 4000 avionics suite that greatly expands advanced training 
opportunities. The systems are integrated with a Hands-On Throttle and Stick (HOTAS), 
providing the student pilot and instructor with a simpler interface to the digital cockpit. 
The CMC Cockpit 4000 avionics suite is the first in its class to incorporate a fully 
integrated and FAA-certified dual FMS/GPS navigation suite that meets the required 
navigation performance standards for current worldwide airspace equipment. The open 
architecture design of the Cockpit 4000 provides the flexibility to expand capabilities 
and continuously meet current and future training needs.

pilatus vs pilatus – 
or nearly

The Beechcraft T-6C Texan based  
on a modified PC-9

The latest Pilatus PC-21
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Operated by nine of the world’s leading air forces and three F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
partner nations, the T-6C was recently selected by the air forces of Mexico and NZ for 
their training systems and has also been down-selected as the sole remaining choice 
for the UK’s modernised pilot training program.

Beechcraft and CAE are jointly delivering T-6 ground-based training systems to 
Canada, New Zealand and Mexico. CAE also provides training systems and a range of 
training services on other ADF platforms, including the development of new Hawk full-
mission simulators as part of lead-in fighter training, which will help ensure consistency 
and commonality across the ADF’s pilot training programs.

last week we learned that lockheed Martin australia and Pilatus aircraft, 
supported by hawker Pacific, had jointly launched a bid to provide a new 
pilot training system for the australian Defence Force. the consortium, known 
as team 21, submitted its proposal for the aIr 5428 Pilot training System on 
March 31. 

The companies in this team are currently in the eighth year of a 20-year performance-
based flight training contract to provide the Basic Wings Course (BWC) to the Republic 
of Singapore Air Force, at RAAF Base Pearce in Western Australia.

Team 21 is offering training with the Pilatus PC-21 and points to its track record of 
having graduated 20 classes from a Pilatus PC-21 based pilot training program at RAAF 
Base Pearce and the group says that selection of their comprehensive pilot training 
solution will provide Australia with a fifth generation training system, delivering a safe, 
affordable and practical solution for today’s training needs while also supporting future 
requirements.

According to Pilatus, it has developed the next generation trainer with students in 
mind. The company says that the all-new PC-21 provides a low-cost but highly effective 
training platform for pilots destined to fly jet fighters, without actually requiring them 
to fly jets until much later in the program. To do this, Pilatus expanded the design 
and performance envelope to take this single engine turboprop into an area that was 
previously the domain of jet aircraft.

Lockheed Martin’s pC-21 proposal
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Pilatus claims that the PC-21 far 
surpasses all other turboprop trainers 
in terms of aerodynamic performance, 
cockpit equipment, flexibility and ease 
of maintenance. The use of state-of-
the-art technologies increases both 
the efficiency and quality of training. 
Training hours flown in expensive 
jets can now be done entirely in the 
PC-21, which saves a substantial 
amount of life-cycle cost. Other 
PC-21 attributes include significantly 
lower fuel consumption and noise 
emissions.

 
tom Muir

calls for proposals in 
DSto’s capability and 
technology Demonstrator 
(ctD) programs have provided 
fascinating insights into those 
technologies that may provide 
capability advantages for 
Defence and allow industry 
to position itself to provide 
in-service capabilities and 
through-life-support.

Proposals sought in the latest 
ctD round 19 Defence Priority areas, under Communications in the Sea and 
Land Domains, include the ability for operational assets to transmit and receive timely 
communications in support of operations. Communications may include voice, data, 
imagery and video of varying degrees of required quality and throughput. One example 
of specific technology interest was for extended range, beyond line of sight (bloS), 
without the requirement for relays or repeaters. 

One BLOS solution may lie in the tropospheric scatter system – a method of 
transmitting and receiving microwave radio signals over considerable distances – often 
up to 300 km. This method of propagation uses the tropospheric scatter phenomenon, 
where radio waves at particular frequencies are randomly scattered as they pass 
through the upper layers of the troposphere. The ADF is no stranger to troposcatter 

Is troposcatter 
comms in frame 
for DSTO’s CTD 
program?

Team 21 L to R - Raydon Gates (Lockheed 
Martin Australia), Doug Park (Hawker  
Pacific), Dave Scott (Lockheed Martin  

Australia) and Rob Oliver (Pilatus Australia)
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communications systems and at one stage employed AN/TRC-170 equipment in the 
field but possibly found it too cumbersome.

Since then troposcatter radio equipment has evolved from large, heavy, low capacity 
terminals, to smaller, lighter, higher capacity network systems capable of transmitting 
digital voice and data over a secure link. 

In their paper: The Resurgence of Troposcatter Communications in the Military, 
comtech Systems specialists Mark Yamamoto and David Stephenson, say that 
while early tropospheric scatter communications systems provided militaries with high 
capacity wireless links supporting voice and data, over long distances without the 
need for intermediate repeaters, such systems were characterised by the use of very 
high power amplifiers, and very large antennas which were cumbersome to deploy 
in their transportable configuration. Due to the required high transmitted power 
the tropospheric scatter systems there was concern about interference with other 
communications networks so detailed frequency planning was necessary if it was to 
be used in larger networks.

But the authors say that today, a new breed of troposcatter equipment is reaching 
the battlefield. The new equipment is smaller, lighter, easier to deploy and operate 
and is capable of providing high data rate digital traffic in IP or E1 formats. As a result 
of recent experience, military forces are re-discovering the benefits of troposcatter 
communications for long range beyond line of sight links whereas satellite bandwidth 
for tactical use or home nation reachback is very limited and is becoming cost prohibitive. 

Troposcatter communications are able to provide networked multimedia services 
with attractive data rates that are quick to deploy and easy to operate. Innovations in 
equipment design are enabling troposcatter systems to be used in new applications 
that are further enabling tactical networked communications across the battlefield.

according to comtech Systems, 
advances are continuing to 
be made in tropo technology, 
particularly with high power 
solid state amplifiers which now 
operate at up to 2 kilowatts 
transmitted power in the 4.4-5 
ghz band. terrain permitting, 
links reach beyond 150 kilometres 
in a tactical environment using 
trailer mounted antennas. 

The  comtech Systems 
transportable Fast link antenna (tFla) is a 3 metre antenna with dual feeds that 
is towable by a hMMWV (‘humvee’). Taking advantage of the work done on satellite 

Future of Tactical 
Troposcatter 
Communications
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antenna mounts and controllers, the TFLA uses a motorised antenna mount, antenna 
controller, onboard GPS for location and a flux gate compass for orientation. The 
operator is able to simply input the distant station GPS coordinates into the antenna 
controller which then orients the antenna accurately and automatically to the distant 
station. In practice, this is working extremely well, significantly decreasing the setup 
and link activation time to less than 30 minutes for a crew of two, compared to many 
hours with a crew of four for legacy systems.

Frequencies are generally in the 4.4-5.0 GHz “C band” spectrum fitting within the 
military microwave band. Other frequencies, generally X band and Ku band are being 
evaluated for multiband solutions. Factors such as spectrum availability, potential for 
interference, cost and differences in range are being reviewed and will ultimately 
determine the viability of tropo in multispectral configurations

With leased satellite time costing $3000 to $5000 per month per megabit of 
throughput, troposcatter is a very attractive cost effective option that operates in a 
variety of tactical environments to provide a high reliability, low latency link. A tropo 
equivalent satellite link can cost $100,000 per month, if the secure bandwidth is even 
available, and has been shown to be vulnerable to attack. - TM/Comtech Systems

QinetiQ australia has launched an internship program that gives university 
students the opportunity to learn from engineers and consultants solving 
today’s most complex problems for the australian Defence Force.

Ten high-achieving undergraduates will be selected to do a vocational placement 
at QinetiQ Australia’s headquarters in South Melbourne for 12 weeks starting in 
December this year.

alan Woolford, Chief Executive Officer of QinetiQ Australia, said the internship 
program is an opportunity for students to apply what they have learned at university, 
develop their professional expertise and gain exposure to the Defence industry.

“Our people have very dynamic careers, providing independent and trusted advice 
to Defence on a range of projects supporting land, air and naval forces. We will be 
looking for interns who are creative in solving problems and who want to understand 
our business and customers,” Woolford said.

Interns will be assigned a mentor throughout the program and have access to the 
company’s leadership team and senior leaders from across the business for networking 
and support.

“We are truly a people business. Successful applicants will see first-hand the 
commitment, professionalism and performance of our people. Our people are 
committed to passing their valuable skills and knowledge onto the next-generation of 
Defence employees,” Woolford said.

Applications for the internship program close on 30 April 2014. 
Visit www.QinetiQ.com.au/careers to apply or for more information email  

hr@QinetiQ.com.au or phone 1800 038 081.

QinetiQ offers internships for uni students

http://www.QinetiQ.com.au/careers
mailto:hr%40QinetiQ.com.au?subject=
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the royal australian Navy is seeking to replace its existing shore-based FFg 
communications centre (coMcEN) simulator (gcS) to support the generation 
of trained and qualified communications and Information Systems (cIS) Sailors. 

An opportunity has arisen for interested parties to respond to a Request for Proposal 
involving a synthetic training environment to be established at hMaS cerberus.

The GCS must provide a training environment that reflects digitally-based 
communications systems and the consolidation of skills and assessment of CIS personnel 
ashore and before they are posted to sea.

To view the RFP documentation visit the AusTender site at www.tenders.gov.au 
and search on DMOMSD/RFP0075/2014 to download RFP documentation.

RFP Closing Date - 02 June 2014

hunter manufacturer, rPc technologies, hosted delegates from composite 
australia’s conference in Newcastle with a tour of its broadmeadow facilities.

Conference delegates and speakers have come from around the world to be part of 
the largest conference focusing on composite materials in Australasia.

The Company’s engineering and manufacturing operations extend throughout 
Australia and South Asia, employing over 500 skilled staff. 

RPC managing director, Tony Caristo, points to the remarkable strength, corrosion 
resistance, lightness and energy efficiency of modern composite materials.

“These characteristics set composites apart from older generation materials. They 
are the reasons why we are seeing composites being applied to a growing array of 
different manufacturing, infrastructure and environmental applications”.

“It has enabled us to compete successfully on a global basis. We serve a wide range 
of different markets, industries and clients across the globe where the performance 
advantages of composite materials really count”.

“We are therefore delighted to be able to showcase our capabilities and the role of 
composite materials for a lighter and smarter world”, Caristo added.

RFp for FFg simulator

RpC hosts 2014 Composites Australia 
welcome Conference

June 2014 ADM advertisers take note!
ADM’s June 2014 edition will cover the 2014/15 defence 
budget which is expected to include some significant major 
capital equipment program announcements, such as the long 
lead funding for the future submarine, flight training and 
much more. ADM will examine how the budget will affect 
policy and spending of both the DMO and the wider Defence 
Industry in this reform and savingsdriven environment.
For rates and general advertising matters contact  
David Jones: davidjones@australiandefence.com.au  
tel 07 3348 6966 / Mobile +61 412 188 100

Several major projects are currently progressing through the approval 
process which together will improve the already impressive capabilities 

of the ADF. In this special feature series, ADM intends to examine the 
key projects underway and what they mean for Defence industry and 
the shape of the ADF in the decades to come.       With a new Defence White Paper and DCP promised in the first 
quarter of 2015, we also intend looking ahead to new capabilities 
which may be included and what this means for Defence and industry. 

And will the government heed industry’s concerns about the ‘valley of 
death’ in naval shipbuilding? We’ll report on developments.Budget 2014

ADM’s June 2014 edition will cover the 2014/15 defence budget 
which is expected to include some significant major capital 
equipment program announcements, such as the long lead funding 
for the future submarine, flight training and much more. ADM will 
examine how the budget will affect policy and spending of both the 
DMO and the wider Defence Industry in this reform and savings-
driven environment.

ADM Next Issue
BookINg DeADlINe: 8 May 2014  MAterIAl DeADlINe: 15 MAy 2014

CoNtACt:

David Jones   davidjones@australiandefence.com.autel 07 3348 6966 Int’l tel +61 7 3348 6966 Intl cell:  +61 412 188 100   

June 2014 

Bookings: David Jones – Advertising Sales Manager 
Email davidjones@australiandefence.com.auBusiness: Tel 07 3348 6966    International Tel: 61 7 3348 6966

Mobile & SMS: 0412 188 100    International cell:  +61 412 188 100

1/4
square 1/4

vertical 1/3
vertical 1/2

vertical

FP 
TRIMMED

1/4 horizontal

1/3
horizontal

1/2
horizontal

Australian Defence Magazine (ADM) is Australia’s lead-
ing defence/industry magazine, focusing exclusively on 
the issues surrounding the development and acquisition 
of defence capability, sustainment of that capability and 
associated industry activities for the ADF. ADM plays an 
important role in the ongoing dialogue among the key 
stakeholders: the Defence Ministerial leadership; the Department of Defence; the Defence Materiel Organisa-
tion (DMO) and defence industry. Other key stakeholders 
include the Defence Capability Group (DCG), the Chief 
Information Officer Group (CIOG), the Defence Support 
Group (DSG) and Headquarters Logistics Command (HQLC). ADM also reports scientific developments and 
research from DSTO. ADM is respected for its measured 
commentary and is regarded within Defence circles as 
a ‘must read’ activity. ADM is highly regarded for the accuracy and integrity of its editorial content.

CONTACT
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A summary of the latest news 
and views in the defence industry, 
locally and overseas. Check out our 
webpage for daily news updates on 
the ADM home page and make sure 
you bookmark/RSS this for a regular 
visit.

This week, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Minister for Defence Darren 
Chester officially opened the 
australian air Force cadets 
National aviation centre at 
Bathurst.

Golden Bay student luke Norman 
was awarded the Challenger Institutes 
of Technology Vocational Education 
and Training in schools Student of the 
Year Award.

And, the Submarine Institute 
of australia (SIa) issued a release 
saying that the security of Australia’s 
maritime trade, including billions 
of dollars of Liquefied Natural Gas 
exports, depends on a viable and 
effective long range submarine force.

ADM Online: 
Weekly 
Summary

OUT NOW!  
ADM April 2014

FROM THE SOURCE
President of Boeing Australia and  South Pacific Ian Thomas speaks to ADM
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land Warfare 2014 
• The challenges for Land 400
• Milestones ahead for battlefield helicopters
• DMMA & ATK follow-up
• Hawkei nearing RFT
• President of Boeing Australia and South Pacific 
 Ian Thomas speaks to ADM
• and much more! 
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In the US, government and 
industry Joint Strike Fighter 
program officials are stepping 
up preparations for the first-of-
its-kind integrated and pooled 
pilot training system set to open 
at luke air Force base, aZ, next 
year, with the base preparing to 
grow its F-35 fleet and welcome 
the first internationally owned 

jets (including those belonging to the raaF) to the desert.
How that arrangement will work, especially on the maintenance side, has yet to be 

fully determined. The US Air Force, partner nations and prime contractor lockheed 
Martin have signed on to a pooling arrangement that will allow any pilot to fly any 
F-35, no matter its owner. But maintenance will be done on a country-specific basis, 
and partner nations as well as foreign military sales customers are still working out 
whether and when to transition to organic maintenance at home rather than continue 
to depend on the USAF and Lockheed in Arizona.

In recent weeks, Inside the Pentagon spoke with the leaders of Air Education and 
Training Command’s JSF training coordination office, as well as Lockheed Martin’s 
F-35 site director at Luke AFB, art cameron, about the process of opening the new 
training centre that will teach members of various international militaries how to fly the 
conventional-takeoff-and-landing F-35A in symbiosis with the US Air Force. 

The base does not have any F-35s on site - Cameron said one is undergoing software 
integration activities at Edwards Air Force Base, CA, and a second should arrive later 
this month - but is expected to eventually host well over 100, a mixture of American 
and foreign-owned aircraft. A formal declaration of the base’s readiness to begin F-35A 
training is expected early next summer. - Inside Defense

USAF, LMCO and 
partners finalise 
F-35 training

International

REgISTER NOW! 
ADM Northern Australia Defence Summit
15-16 October 2014 | Darwin
Bringing together key figures from the NT Government, senior military figures, 
and senior industry representatives, this conference is all about the continuing 
development and support of Defence in the Top End. Hear about the current 
and new initiatives offered by Government and what industry can bring to 
support Defence’s strategic objectives 
 

http://www.admevents.com.au/defence-conference/cyber-security-conference
http://www.admevents.com.au/defence-conference/cyber-security-conference
http://www.admevents.com.au/defence-conference/cyber-security-conference
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the US Navy does not have the time to develop a wholly new design for a 
small surface combatant, one of the options being looked at by a Navy task 
force set up to address survivability and lethality gaps associated with the 
littoral combat Ship program, a top Navy official said last week.

At the Navy League’s annual Sea-Air-Space symposium, Vice Adm. tom copeman, 
naval surface forces commander for the US Pacific Fleet, said that he does not expect 
the service to settle on a new design for the future small surface combatant.

“So they’re saying - hey, after 32, do we build more LCSs? Do we downselect or do 
we make minor modifications to either current versions? Or do you come up with a 
completely new design? And my instinct is that I think in the time frame given, there’s 
not enough time to come up with a completely new design. That’s all I’m saying,” 
Copeman told Inside the Navy after a panel discussion at the symposium.

The Navy’s small surface combatant task force, established following a directive from 
Defense Secretary chuck hagel, is meant to develop proposals for a new lethal small 
surface combatant as an alternative to the Littoral Combat Ship. - Inside Defense

the US Navy’s (USN) 
Independence-class littoral 
combat Ship (lcS) shipbuilder 
said that the seaframe’s flexible 
design will accommodate any 
changes resulting from the navy’s 
ongoing program review and 
that the company’s engineers are 
already studying weapons options 
to augment the ships’ lethality.

austal USa president craig Perciavalle told IHS Jane’s on 9 April that the 127.6 
m aluminium trimaran Independence-class variant possesses design margins able to 
handle changes in requirement.

“We’re focusing right now on doing some studies ourselves on what can be done 
to ‘up-gun’ the ship, and we’ve made a lot of progress,” he said. “We have concept 
engineers looking at other weapons, based on what we think [the navy] would want, 
confirming that the platform could handle that - missiles or whatever other things that 
we feel [it] might be looking for.” - IHS Janes

FORTHCOMINg EVENTS......page 15

New design for USN’s Small Surface 
Combatant unlikely

Austal USA aims 
to upgun its LCS 
design
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For a full list of defence and industry events, head to ADM’s 
online events page at www.australiandefence.com.au
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3rd annual ADM Cyber Security Summit
DATE:  19 - 20 June, 2014, canberra 
ENQUIRIES: aDM Events - adam Wiltshire, Ph: 02 9080 4342;
 Email: adam.wiltshire@informa.com.au   
 Web: www.admevents.com.au  

  Over the last 2 years, the summit has gathered 150+ senior  
  Defence, National Security and Industry executives to address  
  current and emerging cyber threats to Australia’s security.

Defence and Industry (D+I) conference 2014
DATE:  29 - 30 July, 2014, adelaide 
ENQUIRIES: Defence Materiel organisation
 Email: DMo.communication@defence.gov.au  

  The Conference is an opportunity for Industry to discuss with   
  Defence officials acquisition and sustainment investment  
  opportunities.

SimTect 2014
DATE:  25 august, 2014, adelaide 
ENQUIRIES: Web: http://www.simtect.com.au/

  SimTecT is the annual Simulation Technology and Training  
  Conference held by Simulation Australia. Since its inception in  
  1996, SimTecT has grown to become Australasia’s premier  
  simulation conference for industry, government and academia.

Northern Australia Defence Summit
DATE:  15-16 october 2014, Darwin convention centre
ENQUIRIES: aDM Events - adam Wiltshire, Ph: 02 9080 4342;
 Email: adam.wiltshire@informa.com.au   
 Web: www.admevents.com.au  

  Bringing together key figures from the NT Government, senior   
  military figures, and senior industry representatives, this  
  conference is all about the continuing development and support  
  of Defence in the Top End. Hear about the current and new   
  initiatives offered by Government and what industry can bring  
  to support Defence’s strategic objectives

ADM will  
be in  

attendance

ADM will  
be in  

attendance

ADM will  
be in  

attendance

ADM will  
be in  

attendance
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New Zealand Defence Industry Association Forum 
(NZDIA Forum)
DATE:  21-22 october 2014, New Zealand

  In association with New Zealand Industry, Ministry of Defence  
  and NZ Defence Forces. More details to come.

Land Forces 2014
DATE:  22 - 25 September, 2014, brisbane 

  The Land Forces 2014 conference is a major event for users,  
  providers, academics, designers and manufacturers to meet,  
  present, share and exchange new and visionary ideas on Land  
  Systems. More details to come.

ADM will  
be in  

attendance


