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Articles by Katherine Ziesing, Tom Muir 

Extended surveillance for 
RAAF Heron capability

Canadian information specialist MacDonald, Dettwiler 
& Associates (MDA), has recently signed two contract 
amendments with the Australian Government.   

The first extends MDA’s Unmanned Aerial Vehicle surveillance service  
for the Australian Defence Force in Kandahar Airfield for an additional  
two years. The second provides for a three-month assessment activity that  
will provide critical information in support of Australia’s efforts in Afghanistan.  

MDA has been supporting the Australian Forces by providing critically 
important real-time intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
information directly to ground commanders, since January 2010. Earlier 
this year a senior Australian Defence Force officer revealed details of how 
the royal Australian Air Force deploys Israeli-owned drones for battlefield 
surveillance and to target anti-government Islamic fighters in Afghanistan. 

ADM Comment: The foregoing points to the intriguing situation 
whereby Australia is simply buying hours on the heron drones from 
Canadian company MDA that in turn leases them from Israel Aerospace 
Industries, which is wholly owned by the Israeli government. The 
unarmed Israeli herons first entered rAAF service in Afghanistan in 
December 2009 and have been the centrepiece of the ADF’s drone 
surveillance capability that has so far cost an estimated $550 million. 

The first rAAF drone teams were trained in Israel and Canada. now 
instructions take place at Amberley in Queensland, with hands-on training 
at the Woomera military reserve in south Australia, where trainees spend 
10 hours a day flying drones over a purpose-built mock Afghan village, 
under the guidance of civilian MDA instructors. Australian Army and 
navy pilots have also joined the heron teams.   
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Second Shadow group ready for deployment

Shadow Group 2 has been certified 
ready for deployment to Afghanistan 
after almost seven weeks of technical 
and tactical training at the Woomera Test 
Range in South Australia. At Camp Rapier, 
the group quickly transformed the area 
to replicate the operational airspace they 
would use on operations.  
 

Group operations officer Captain ray brin said before coming to Woomera they had 
completed a month of training by the manufacturer of the shadow – AAI Corp. Exercise 
Desolate Lion achieved several milestones, with 244 flights and a total of 467 flight hours. 

The first phase of the exercise included setting up the camp and equipment 
and carrying out testing before all operators conducted an extensive 
series of training flights under the watchful eyes of the Us instructors.  

once the first phase was completed the group launched into its own training schedule 
to become certified for deployment as shadow Group 2 and will replace the current group 
in Afghanistan. Troop commander and shadow operator Lt Dan Evangelisti said he was 
looking forward to his first deployment.

“It’s going to be a really good test of all our abilities,” he said. “We’ve done a lot of 
training leading up to this and everyone is excited to get into theatre to do the job and 
keep learning.” 

now certified, the 47 members of shadow Group 2 are completing 
final training and administration, preparing for their deployment.  

 
 

Boom times for 
submarines?

As previously reported this 
country’s Future Submarine 
Systems Centre is to be based in 
Adelaide continuing the strong 
relationship that has been formed 
between South Australia and the 
Commonwealth in support of 
Australia’s maritime sector.  

 
As the home of the future submarine program, it will be formally established this year, 
expanding over the next few years to include hundreds of Defence personnel from Navy, 
DMO, DSTO and local and international defence Industry. The centre will undertake a 
variety of tasks including evaluation of options, design work, program management, 
engineering, logistics and production planning.
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As part of this announcement the Government reiterated that it was committed to 
acquiring 12 new submarines to be assembled in south Australia—a commitment that will 
be reinforced in the upcoming Defence White Paper. 

In July rADM rowan Moffitt, head of the Future submarine Program, and Dr Alexander 
Zelinsky, the Chief Defence scientist, travelled to Japan to look at the Soryu-class submarines, 
which started service with the Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force three years ago. 
but Australia is not the only nation looking at replacing its submarine capability.  

The Egyptian Navy has confirmed it is involved in negotiations to procure two submarines 
from Germany to replace its obsolete Romeo-class boats; a move that has reportedly 
prompted Israeli protests, while the Indonesian government plans to order several diesel-
electric submarines from local industry over the coming decade to provide the Indonesian 
Navy with the capability to monitor and secure the country’s vast exclusive economic 
zone. Indonesia currently operates two Cakra-class (Type 209/1300) submarines built by 
Germany’s HDW in the 1970s. 

And the Us navy plans to replace its current fleet of 14 Ohio-class SSBNs with 12 Ohio 
Replacement SSBNs. The first ohio replacement is scheduled to begin construction in 
fiscal year 2021, deliver to the navy in 2027, and conduct its first strategic deterrence 
patrol in 2031 after undergoing a rigorous testing and evaluation regime.   
 
 
Army likes those g-wagons

Earlier this month G-Wagons were put through their paces at the Janowen 4WD 
Park near RAAF Base Amberley at a media day for the new vehicle. Units have 
been replacing their Land Rover fleets with eight variants of the Mercedes Benz 
G-Wagon since July 2, but this was the first opportunity for staff from the Project 
Land 121 Operator Training Facility to demonstrate the vehicles’ capabilities for 
guests. 

Variants on display included the 4WD single-cab carryall and panel van, and dual-cab 
station wagons, as well as the 6x6 variants including the mobile command post and the 
surveillance and reconnaissance vehicle.
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Project Land 121 will deliver 2146 unprotected G-Wagons, including specialist 
modules and 1,799 Haulmark trailers, replacing about two-thirds of the current 
Land rover fleet over the next four years. The G-Wagon rollout marks a significant 
milestone for the $7.5 billion venture known as Project overlander, which 
will provide the next generation of the ADF’s field vehicles and trailers.   

 
 

Australia ready to lead 
ISAF Team in Uruzgan

Defence Minister Stephen Smith 
announced this week that the 
Australian Defence Force was ready 
to assume command responsibilities 
of Combined Team Uruzgan 
following a final mission rehearsal 
activity at Robertson Barracks in 
Darwin. 

over the past two weeks soldiers from the Army’s 1st brigade have finalised extensive 
training, together with Us Army counter-parts from the 2nd ‘spartan’ brigade Combat 
Team of the 3rd Infantry Division, forming the joint headquarters of Combined Team 
Uruzgan (CTU). The training marked the end of preparations for the transfer of command 
responsibilities for CTU from the Us to Australia in october.

As well as the deploying Australian and Us contingent, Australian Government personnel 
from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, AusAID and Australian Federal 
Police also took part in the training activity. The training involved scenarios replicating the 
contemporary operational environment in Uruzgan and reflecting the responsibilities of the 
combined headquarters, including advising Afghan national security Forces.

Personnel from the 7th battalion, royal Australian regiment Task Group, also took part 
in the training in preparation for their replacing the currently deployed 3rd battalion, royal 
Australian regiment Task Group later this year.

CTU was established in August 2010 under Us command following the withdrawal of 
the Dutch, with the role of commanding International security Assistance Force (IsAF) 
operations in Uruzgan Province. The Us has had the leadership of CTU since that time. 
Australia sees leadership of the CTU as part of the transition process through which security 
responsibility will be transferred from IsAF to the Afghan national security Forces (AnsF).

Uruzgan commenced transition to Afghan-led security responsibility on 17 July this year. 
Australia sees this as the appropriate time to take the leadership role in Uruzgan Province, 
to help ensure that transition in Uruzgan over the coming 12 to 18 month period is effected 
in a seamless way.

The Us has committed to continuing to provide enabling support in the Province, which 
it has done since August 2010.  Assuming leadership of CTU will not require an increase in 
the overall average size of Australia’s presence in Uruzgan.

Australia looks forward to continuing to work with our CTU partners – the 
Us, singapore and slovakia – to progress transition in Uruzgan to the Afghan 
authorities.
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Report approves 
continued deployment 
of helicopter squadron

Federal Parliament’s Treaties 
Committee has tabled a report 
approving the continued deploy-
ment of a Republic of Singapore Air 
Force (RSAF) helicopter squadron  
at the Army Aviation Centre in 
Oakey, Queensland.

The report approves the Agreement 
between the Government of Australia and the Government of the republic of singapore 
concerning the Location of a republic of singapore Air Force helicopter squadron at the 
Australian Army Aviation Centre oakey done at singapore on 1 June 2012.

Committee chair, Kelvin Thomson said the agreement will continue an important 
arrangement which has been ongoing since 1997.

The Australian Defence Magazine (ADM) will this 
month host the ADM Defence Workforce Participation 
Summit in Canberra 27-28 September.  
 
The conference - which will incorporate the 8th annual 
Defence skilling summit - will review in detail the progress 

being made to maximise the skills of the Australian defence industry workforce.

Keynote speaker The Hon. Jason Clare MP, Minister for Defence Materiel will 
present on maintaining a highly skilled Defence industry, with a focus on reforms to the 
skilling Australia’s Defence Industry (sADI) program and what they mean. Clare will also 
cover current achievements and further objectives.

  
SPECIAL CONFERENCE OFFER FOR ADM PREMIUM SUBSCRIBERS: 

ADM Premium subscribers can access a 2 for 1 offer for this event - sending two delegates 
for the price of one. There are also special rates for sMEs and Defence.

To access the special rate, call Keith barks, tel 02 9080 4342 or 
email keith.barks@informa.com - Informa Australia is ADM’s conference partner.

To view the agenda, http://www.admevents.com.au

  

Minister for Defence Materiel keynote 
speaker at ADM Defence Workforce 
Participation Summit

http://http://www.admevents.com.au
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ADM Online: Weekly News Summary

A summary of the latest news and views in the defence industry, locally and 
overseas. Check out our webpage for daily news updates on the ADM home page 
and make sure you bookmark/RSS this for a regular visit.

Defence officials this week announced that Australia’s Air Warfare Destroyers will 
arrive later than planned, with the first to be delivered in March 2016. The project being set 
back by another year, after the AWD Alliance consortium analysed its construction schedule 
and told Defence the keel-to-keel phase should be extended to 18 months between each 
ship.

Also this week it was announced that Australia’s Future Submarine Systems Centre 
will be based in Adelaide. The Centre will be formally established this year and over the next 
few years it will expand to include hundreds of Defence personnel from navy, the Defence 
Materiel organisation (DMo), the Defence science and Technology organisation (DsTo) 
and the Australian and international Defence Industry.

Babcock has recently completed two milestones at their UK dockyards that they believe 
will be of great interest to Australia. These include the upgrade and investment program 
at its historical Devonport royal Dockyard in the UK and two UK royal navy landing craft 
which have completed a support period docking (sP(D)).

Boeing and the Us navy have successfully flight tested a new mission computer that will 
expand the performance of the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet and EA-18G Growler.

And 17 student university teams from across Australia and new Zealand have now 
qualified for the National Instruments (NI) Autonomous Robotics Competition Final 
at swinburne University, Melbourne
 
 
International

TOR - Advanced Flight Training (TOR), 
a partnership with Israel Aerospace 
Industries Ltd. (IAI) and Elbit Systems, 
established to perform the Israeli Air Forces’ 
(IAF) future trainer program, has reached 
an agreement with the Israel Ministry 
of Defense (IMOD) for $603 million.  

out of this amount, Elbit systems’ share is valued at approximately $420 million, for 
performing services and providing systems as a subcontractor to Tor. 

The contract is expected to be signed in the coming weeks, following the finalization 
of several financing procedures. In order to facilitate meeting the Project’s schedule, Tor 
received an interim purchase order and financing from IMoD, valued at approximately $27 
million. 

Israeli flight training 
program confirmed

http://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/awd-delivery-dates-pushed-back
http://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/future-submarine-centre-for-adelaide
http://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/babcock-milestones-of-interest-to-australia
http://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/amc-boost-for-us-super-hornet-and-growler
http://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/australian-robots-battle-it-out-in-grand-final
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Doubts over FBCB2 replacement

The US Army is in the midst of an internal debate over the capability of its 
next-generation blue-force tracking system; with the services top weapons testers 
recommending that a limited user test be downgraded to a less demanding 
evaluation, according to documents obtained by Inside the Army.

The Joint Battle Command Platform is intended to replace the Army’s widely fielded 
Force XXI Battle Command Brigade and Below system, or FBCB2, and its upgrade, 
the Joint Capabilities Release, are both developed by Northrop Grumman. The Army 
has developed JbC-P in-house.

one of the briefing slides, marked as coming from the Defense Department’s director of 
operational test and evaluation, states that JbC-P has “ unresolved performance/reliability 
deficiencies” from the most recently completed nIE, and lists an array of shortcomings.

The US Army is eying a new 
program aimed at fielding 
miniature attack drones and 
has asked companies what 
they have to offer to that end. 
The “lethal miniature aerial 
munition system” should 
be self-contained and self-
launched with a modular 
warhead and have the ability 
to loiter, according to a request 
for information posted on the 
Federal Business Opportunities 
website. 

solutions should be lethal but with minimal collateral damage, according to the 
solicitation. The system should also have the ability to be controlled by a single operator 
and be “organic” at the small-unit level. The LMAMs should operate autonomously, semi-
autonomously or manually, the document states.

“For the fly out, LMAMs must be launched quickly and fly an assigned route or path to a 
target area by a single operator,” the request notes. “In the terminal engagement phase, 
LMAMs will have the ability to automatically track a target designated by the operator or 
allow the operator to manually control the system as needed to focus on a specific area or 
point of interest.” —Inside Defense

US Army wants 
miniature aerial 
munition
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JLENS – a successful 
program

Daniel Goure of the Lexington 
Institute lauds the successful 
Joint Land Attack Cruise Missile 
Defense Elevated Netted Sensor 
System (JLENS), a highly capable 
surveillance system for which the 
US Army is the program manager. 

JLEns consists of two large aerostats carrying long-range radars, one for long-range 
surveillance and the second to provide very precise intercept data. Tethered to the ground 
with an umbilical providing power and communications, the aerostats can stay airborne for 
very long periods of time, days and even weeks. 

JLEns can not only see and track cruise missiles, the threat it was intended to counter, 
but it can also find and follow airplanes, low flying drones, tactical ballistic missiles and 
military rockets. Even more significant, JLEns has a demonstrated capability to see moving 
objects on the earth’s surface such as tanks, trucks, missile launchers and even small boats. 

Last year, JLEns successfully provided fire control data to a Patriot battery which 
launched an interceptor to shoot down a test ballistic missile. In a couple of weeks the 
system will be tested in support of the navy’s Aegis air defense system, supporting a 
Standard Missile 6 engagement with an airborne target. This says Goure is a system for 
all the services.—Early Warning Blog 

 
F-35 begins OUE

US Air Force officials began their F-35A Lightning 
II Operational Utility Evaluation (OUE) September 
10, an instrumental step in beginning Joint Strike 
Fighter pilot and maintenance training for the 
service.

Two 33rd Fighter Wing pilots at Eglin AFb, Fla., along with two Air Force test pilots, will 
conduct the review expected to last approximately 65 days.

since February’s Military Flight release, 11 experienced fighter pilots checked out in 
basic F-35A operations so they can be prepared to be the military’s first cadre for the fifth 
generation fighter.

Major John Wilson and Major Matthew Johnston, the 33rd FW pilots going through the 
evaluation, are ready to be taken through a rigorous process where data will be collected 
from all facets of JsF training - maintenance, classroom, simulator and flights.

 
FORTHCOMINg EVENTS......next page
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For a full list of defence and industry events, head to ADM’s 
online events page at www.australiandefence.com.au

 

ADM’s Defence Workforce Participation Summit
DATE:  27 – 28 September 2012, Hyatt Hotel, Canberra
ENqUIRIES:   ADM Events - Jamie Burrage, Ph: 02 9080 4321; Email: jamie.burrage@informa.com.au 

Web: www.admevents.com.au
  The ADM’s annual Defence skilling summit is an important event examining the 

issues of training and maintaining a skilled workforce for Australia’s defence industry. 
It’s an event not to be missed!

UAV Challenge
DATE:  1-3 October 2012, Kingaroy, Qld
ENqUIRIES:  www.uavoutbackchallenge.com.au
 The UAV Challenge - outback rescue has been developed to promote UAV’s  
 significance to Australia. The UAV Challenge is a joint initiative between the  
 Queensland Government, the Australian research Centre for Aerospace Automation  
 (ArCAA, a partnership between QUT and CsIro) , Aviation Development Australia  
 Limited and AUVsAustralia - a prime example of government, industry and research  
 organisations working together.

New Zealand Defence Industry Association Forum
DATE:  16-17 October 2012, Wellington New Zealand
ENqUIRIES:   Sue Peck Email: sue@spconferences.co.nz www.nzdia.co.nz
 At the forum you can join with other defence industry companies from new Zealand  
 and overseas, and with key members of the new Zealand Defence Force and Ministry  
 of Defence to gain greater understanding of the defence procurement processes and  
 hear about future defence procurement plans.

Land Warfare Conference 2012
DATE:  29 October – 2 November 2012, Melbourne Convention and Exhibition
 Centre, Melbourne
ENqUIRIES:   Land Warfare Conference Admin Support Office, Phone: 08 7389 5455; 
 Fax: 08 7389 5196; Email: lwcc@dsto.defence.gov.au
 Web: http://www.dsto.defence.gov.au/lwc2012/
 The Land Warfare Conference is a major event for users, providers, academics, 
 designers and manufacturers to meet, present, share and exchange new and visionary  
 ideas on Land systems. Academics, commercial organisations, defence research  
 institutions, and military are encouraged to attend and/or offer papers in the field of  
 Land Warfare and related disciplines. An Exhibitor booth registration Form and Floor  
 Plan are now available online.

   FORTHCOMING EVENTS
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FORTHCOMINg EVENTS

MilCIS 2012
DATE:  6 – 8 November 2012, National Convention Centre, Canberra
ENqUIRIES:   Consec – Conference Management, Phone: 02 6251 0675; Fax: 02 6251 0672;  

Email: milcis2012@consec.com.au; Web: http://www.milcis.com.au/
  MilCIs is an annual conference aimed at attendees from military and government 

organisations,academia, and defence industry, who contribute to key decisions in 
investments in communications and information systems. In addition to keynote 
presentations, technical presentations, panel discussions and tutorials, MilCIs 
features an exposition that provides an opportunity for exhibitors to demonstrate 
new technologies and promote their products and services to attendees. MilCIs is the 
only Australian conference focussing directly on the crucial technologies, products, 
systems and services associated with military communications and information 
systems.

6th Submarine Institute of Australia (SIA) Biennial Conference 2012
DATE:  14-15 November 2012, The Shine Dome, Canberra
ENqUIRIES:  Mr David Nicholls (Executive Manager), Email execmgr@submarineinstitute.com 

Phone: +61 413 133 391 Fax: +61 2 6260 5416
 2012 will be a pivotal year for decisions concerning submarines. With the recent  
 announcement of $214m in funding for the Future submarine Program and a  
 significant boost in sustainment funding for the Collins class, the sIA is grasping the 
 opportunity to present powerful arguments to contribute to the development of the 
 2013 Defence White Paper against the most challenging budgetary circumstances for  
 Defence since 1938. Delegates to the 6th biennial Conference will hear from a range  
 of influential speakers from Government, overseas and both the Public and Private  
 sectors as they discuss the pivotal considerations for Australia’s submarine capability.

ADM’s Social Media in the Defence Environment
DATE:  5-6 December 2012, Hotel Realm, Canberra
ENqUIRIES:   ADM Events - Jamie Burrage, Ph: 02 9080 4321; 
 Email: jamie.burrage@informa.com.au Web: www.admevents.com.au
 Inaugural event! More details soon.

ADM2013: 10th Annual ADM Defence/Industry Congress
DATE:  12 – 13 February 2013, Hyatt Hotel, Canberra
ENqUIRIES:   ADM Events - Jamie Burrage, Ph: 02 9080 4321;
 Email: Jamie.burrage@informa.com.au Web: www.admevents.com.au
 The annual ADM Congress has evolved into a pivotal event in the Defence calendar, 
 attracting senior officials from all areas of the Defence Force and Defence Industry. 
 It is a critical forum for any organisation operating within the defence business sector. 
 Also do not miss the ADM Awards Dinner. The dinner is the perfect opportunity for 
 you to continue networking with colleagues and new contacts made at the Congress.
 More details to be released closer to the date
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FORTHCOMINg EVENTS

Avalon 2013: Australian International Airshow and Aerospace &
Defence Exposition
DATE:  26 February - 03 March 2013, Avalon Airport, Geelong
ENqUIRIES:   Aerospace Maritime Defence Association Ph 03 5282 0500; 
Email: airshow@amda.com.au; Web: http://www.airshow.net.au
  The Australian International Airshow and Aerospace & Defence Exposition is the 

essential aviation, aerospace and defence event for the Asia Pacific. Industry-only 
trade sessions will be held Tuesday to Thursday (all day) and Friday will be both 
a trade and public day. The exposition will open each day from 9am until 5pm. 
Associated industry and technology conferences, seminars and symposia will be held 
at Avalon and in Melbourne and Geelong during show week.


	

Second Shadow group ready for deployment
	

Boom times for submarines?
	

Army likes those G-wagons
	

Australia ready to lead ISAF Team in Uruzgan
	

Report approves continued deployment of helicopter squadron
	

ADM Online: Weekly News Summary
	

International
	Israeli flight training 
	program confirmed
	

Doubts over FBCB2 replacement
	US Army wants miniature aerial munition
	

F-35 begins OUE

